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SATURDAY, MARCH 11 at 6 

Wollaston Congregational Church Events 

Fall, 2017 

 

 
Join us Sundays at 10:00 A.M. for worship service in our beautiful sanctuary   

ALL ARE WELCOME!      You can also find us on Facebook 

 Date Event Details 

September 10 Welcome Sunday Come, join us, as we return to regular 
Sunday worship led by Rev. Williams. Ser-
vice will include the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, the traditional Blessing of the 
Backpacks and will be followed by our an-
nual BBQ and fellowship. All are wel-
come!. If you are able, please bring salad 
chips or desert. Hotdogs and hamburger 
will be provided. 

November 18 Annual Fair Details to come as to how you can help 

October 21 Trivia Night Watch for information about our fall Trivia Night. 

October  1
(time tba) 

Blessing of the Ani-
mals 

A new program for WCC. On the Sunday 
closest to the Day of St. Francis, we have 
an opportunity for Blessing of our Pets 

Sundays in 
October and 
November  

Book Discussion “The Great Spiritual Migration” by Bruce 
McLaren—See our minister’s letter on the 
next page. 

(TBA) 
 

Annual Fall Cleanup Watch for details for date and time 

June 4, Installation of Rev. Williams—photo by Lisa Mui 
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Dear Wollaston Congregational Church Members and Friends, 
 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet” is the verse from Psalm 119 that we have sung on many 
Sundays as we prepared to hear the reading from the gospel for the day. I have been reflect-
ing on how this verse expresses all that we need to know about discerning our future with 
God. That is, when we “walk” in faith, God will provide just enough light for the next step. We 
cannot see the entire path ahead of us, it is beyond our imagining. And so, we move forward 
in faith one step at a time, trusting in God’s faithfulness. 
 

Since September last year, you and I have walked by faith with God. We could not possibly 
have known what the year would bring, what gifts and treasures would come to us: in the 
shape of newcomers arriving to in our community to seek our their own spiritual paths; in 
the shape of bequests from people whose lives were touched by this Church community re-
cently or long ago; or in the shape of the outcome of the church’s appeal to the Massachu-
setts Department of Public Safety granting us permitting for hosting youth groups on mis-
sion trips again. 
 

We have been blessed with these three gifts and more. And so this September we return to 
regular worship, praying again for the illumination of each step we take. 
 

But, of course, we also come with our hopes and dreams.  
 

We may wonder what our church will look like, as we begin a new chapter with Boston City 
Mission Director of Community Engagement, Katie Omberg as we also continue to work 
with Carl McDonald and the mission groups he leads. 
 

We may wonder how newcomers to our church, with their unique gifts, many from the 
younger age groups, will shape our faith community. Will a 20-30’s group emerge, providing 
community for young adults looking for deeper connections than they find in their daily 
lives?  
 

Perhaps we will deepen our relationships with 12-step groups who meet in our building, 
learning from their approach spirituality and healing from addiction. 
 

We may also have questions regarding the possibility of welcoming more families and children to our 
church. Are we ready to build up a church school program again, or is this something that will remain on 
hold for the time being? 

 

In the midst of these questions and unknowns, I have some concrete suggestions for our fall time together. 
First, as we have established a committed group of people who enjoy learning and growing through book 
study, I am proposing a fall book group reading “The Great Spiritual Migration: How the World's Largest Re-
ligion Is Seeking a Better Way to Be Christian” by Brian McLaren.              (continued on next page) 
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One reviewer says “Brian McLaren, a leading voice in contemporary religion, argues 
that— notwithstanding the dire headlines about the demise of faith and drop in church 
attendance—Christian faith is not dying. Rather, it is embarking on a once-in-an-era spir-
itual shift. For millions, the journey has already begun.” 
 

Saying that the book explores three shifts that are taking place in our culture and in our 
Christian faith: 
 “∙ Spiritually, growing numbers of Christians are moving away from defining them-
 selves by lists of beliefs and toward a way of life defined by love 
 ∙ Theologically, believers are increasingly rejecting the image of God as a violent Su -
 preme Being and embracing the image of God as the renewing Spirit at work in our world 
 for the common good  
 ∙ Missionally, the faithful are identifying less with organized religion and more with or-
 ganizing religion—spiritual activists dedicated to healing the planet, building peace, over
 coming poverty and injustice, and collaborating with other faiths to ensure a better future 
 for all of us” 
 

This is a readable book with helpful hands-on questions for all of us. I encourage you take 
a look at the book, through your library or other outlet, and consider attending book 
group meetings tentatively planned to begin in October. 
 
  My second hope, which I have shared with a few 

church people, is to begin a tradition of a “blessing 
of animals” event on the Sunday before the feast of 
St Francis of Assisi on October 4th. Saint Francis is 
known for his love for all creation, especially non-
human animals. I see a blessing of pets as a helpful 
way to engage members of the community who 
pass by our church but are reluctant to come inside. 
Animal lovers readily connect with one another, be-
cause they have a common passion. People are 
more willing to receive a blessing for their pet than 
to make themselves vulnerable enough to ask for a 
blessing for themselves. A blessing of pets would 
take place outside the church walls, probably on the 
lawn on the corner of Lincoln and Winthrop Aves 
before morning worship. If this is an idea that in-
spires you, please let me know. I am hoping for a 
number of volunteers to participate in this activity.   

(continued on next page) 

How can we, as part of the United Church of Christ, help with recovery efforts 
for victims of the hurricanes this year. See next pae and check out the UCC 
Mass. Conference website at www.macucc.org 
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Hurricane Disasters — How can we help? As part of the United Church of 
Christ, we currently have the following opportunities: 

 

1. Every Sunday at coffee hour during September and October, our donations will go to help Hur-
ricane Disaster Relief. Please give generously (it’s cheaper and shows our generous natures 
much more than going to the coffee shop). 

2. Hurricane Relief Bucket Donations of cleaning supplies—Sign up sheet on line (if you did not 
receive a notice, contact Rev. Liz at pastor@wollastonucc.org to register; lists of needed dona-
tions will also be available at the church. To meet a planned delivery to where it can help (with 
the kindness of Christ Church, Brockton), please bring your bucket items either Sunday the 
10th or 17th—or contact the church office for drop off times. 

3. If you wish to give a check, write “Hurricane relief” in the memo field, make it payable to Wol-
laston Congregational Church and put in the plate with your offering. The office will forward all 
gifts to the UCC offices. 

4. Keep all the hurricane victims and families in your prayers. Prayer does help. 

Peg Sandahl—Church member 1953-2017 
 

On June 29, the church celebrated the life of Peg San-
dahl who passed away June 22nd. Peg grew up as part 
of the Wollaston Congregational Church and devel-
oped her love for people and compassion towards 
those who needed help through her life in the church. 
We all know how involved with music in the church 
she was, how active she was on just about every Board 
and Committee in the church over the years, and her 
many years working in the church office.  
At Peg’s request, donations in her memory ma be made to 
Wollaston Congregational Church or to the Interfaith  Social 
Services where she worked and volunteered for many years. 

Watch for coming repairs to the Steeple 
 

Thanks to last year’s grant from the Quincy Com-
munity Preservation Funds, we expect work to start 
on repairs to the steeple that should stop the water 
penetration in that area of the building for many 
years to come. 

 

Approval received from the State to allow 
overnight stays at WCC 

 

Approval was received from a State Board of Ap-
peals to allow Mission Groups to stay at WCC 
again. Special thanks to Kate Wylie and Linda Stice 
for all their work in the past couple of years to make 
this happen. And to Jay Duca of the City of Quincy 
Building Department for supporting the appeal. 

My third hope for fall is to gather for a time of retreat one Saturday. During our spring gatherings, the 
Sabbath book group identified the desire for a Sabbath-oriented retreat, in which we practice spending 
a restful time connecting with our spiritual selves and with one another. This retreat would also pro-
vide opportunities for our hopes and dreams for our church to emerge, and to be shared. Ideally at-
tendees would bring open hearts and open minds, ready to listen for whatever God is willing to say to 
us, ready to see the light shed for that next step in faith. 
 
I have missed you all, during these summer months, but I’m deeply grateful to Marian Channon, Sally 
VanderPloeg and our Deacons who have provided the meaningful meditation and music services while I 
have been away. I look forward to reconnecting with you on September 10th, with our “Welcome Sun-
day” worship and barbecue to follow. If you have a sense of “returning” to school or work this fall, you 
are welcome to bring you school or work bag for a blessing on that day. 
 
Deep blessings on you and yours, 
Rev. Liz Williams 


